
GETTING STARTED
WITH POETRY
Where to begin, when to use MI Write, and how to celebrate Poetry
Month virtually!

Poetry can often be overlooked because maybe you feel like it's
outdated or too hard to teach. Students may roll their eyes or
find it boring or difficult to understand. But poetry is still
relevant and can be exciting or even moving. Knowing your
students and what speaks to them is an excellent place to start
when thinking about how to approach poetry. Here are some
ideas that may work for you, or at least be a springboard for
your own brilliant lesson! 

Where do I  even begin? 
There are endless ways to get started, and of course it depends on
your goal. But these are just a couple of simple ones to give you an
idea: 
·Use writing prompts, quotes, song lyrics, or pictures to get your
students thinking. Encourage them to focus on their feelings and/or
senses when responding.
·Start with a poem that will hook your students. It could be a well-
known poem, one from a well-known poet, a piece on an interesting
topic, or something that would leave them wondering or asking
questions.
You may do one or both of these in the order that will best engage
your students.
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H O W  D O  I  G E T  T H E M  T O  W R I T E  P O E T R Y ?

Always, always, always encourage them to write! Write anything and write
everything! Give them simple prompts and have them express their
thoughts, feelings, and ideas in writing. Show them examples of different
kinds of poetry. Sometimes, one particular type of poem will speak to a
student more than any other.  
One fun thing about poetry that students usually like is that the normal
conventions of English don't have to apply! Capitalization, punctuation,
and sentence structure can all be thrown out the window and students can
be creative in their writing! 
Poetry is largely based on feelings and sensory details. To get your
students to improve their descriptive details, walk them through exercises
that will awaken their awareness of their senses: 

I  H A V E  T H E I R  A T T E N T I O N .  N O W  W H A T ?

If you are working with students to analyze poetry, you'll want to focus on
a few elements or techniques at a time. Define and describe them. Give
examples of them. Allow students to write their own examples. And then
move on to other elements or techniques.  
When it comes time to dive deep into poetry analysis and to let your
students show you everything they’ve learned, MI Write is here to help.
Have them rewrite the poem in a narrative, analyze techniques, or
summarize the poem. Use one of the pre-packaged prompts or create your
own!

If your goal is to have students write their own poetry, give them your
parameters and clear expectations, along with some examples, and enjoy
the products! 

That depends on your goal.
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·Sort objects according to senses.
·Sort objects according to senses and have them choose one from each group to
describe in detail.
·Choose one object and describe using all 5 senses. This may be a tangible object
that students can physically hold. If so, allow them time to explore the object using
all 5 senses.
·Go on a walk. Don't talk, just walk and observe everything you can hear, see, and
smell.
·Take away one sense and use the other senses to experience something:

-Play a song to students with their eyes closed
-Look at a piece of art with earplugs in



H O W  C A N  W E  C E L E B R A T E  V I R T U A L L Y ?

You may need parental assistance and guidance for the sensory walk for
younger students, but otherwise, all activities suggested above can be
done virtually with a little planning and preparation. 
Other ideas for virtual classrooms: 

·Host a virtual poetry reading through a meeting platform.
·Have students submit videos of them reading their favorite poem, or
one of their own. Then, create a video collage to share with the school
or community.
·Invite a local poet to meet with your class and share some of their
poetry, as well as answer questions and maybe give some pointers on a
type of poetry.
·Share videos of spoken word poetry performances or slam poetry.
·Allow groups or your entire class to contribute to a poem in a
collaborative writing setting.
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W H A T P O E M S S H O U L D I S H A R E ?

WeAreTeachers has already done the work to compile lists of old and new 
favorite poems to share with elementary school students and middle and high 
school students. Updated this year, these lists include a variety of poems and 
poets that your students will be able to relate to. 

H O W C A N I B E I N S P I R E D T H I S M O N T H ?

Social media is our go-to for inspiration, and boy, it does not disappoint (if you know 
where to look). We've found several Instagram and Twitter accounts to follow that 
leave us feeling wistful, empowered, encouraged, nostalgic... you know, all the feels!
The Poetry Foundation is also on Instagram and will get your excited about poetry!
We hope you find something that stirs you up and spurns you on to share those 
feelings with your students as well. 

https://www.weareteachers.com/50-must-share-poems-for-elementary-school/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/12-instagram-poets-to-follow_b_58fbc278e4b0f02c3870eb05
https://studybreaks.com/culture/reads/6-twitter-poetry-accounts/
https://www.instagram.com/poetryfoundation/?hl=en
https://www.weareteachers.com/24-must-share-poems-for-middle-school-and-high-school/
https://www.weareteachers.com/24-must-share-poems-for-middle-school-and-high-school/



